Mediastinal pleomorphic sarcoma in an immunodeficient patient: case report and review of the literature.
Pleomorphic sarcoma, widely known as malignant fibrous histiocytoma (MFH), is a soft tissue sarcoma. The occurrence of this malignancy in the mediastinum is rare. To our knowledge, only 13 cases of MFH of the mediastinum have been previously reported. Furthermore, only three cases of MFH in patients infected with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) have been previously described. Here we present a 44-year-old African-American male who complained of epigastric pain radiating to the right chest. On admission, a chest radiograph revealed a widened mediastinum, and chest computerized tomography (CT) identified a large mass in the posterior mediastinum. Histologic diagnosis revealed a high-grade MFH. He was also incidentally diagnosed with HIV infection. The rarity of this malignancy and uncommon site of presentation in association with an immunodeficient state makes this case unique. This is the first report in the literature of an HIV-infected patient presenting with this uncommon tumor in the mediastinum.